 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WHAT DOES MY LEASE SAY?
Directions:   Bring a copy of your lease to your case manager so that you can review it together.  Use this worksheet to write down the rules about your lease, and keep it in your files so you can review it if you need to.  It is important that you understand your lease, because if you break any of the rules, you could be charged extra fees or even evicted.  

	PAYING FOR MY APARTMENT

	How much rent do I pay each month?
	

	When is my rent due each month?
	

	Where do I send my rent payment?
	

	How much is the damage/security deposit?
	

	If the rent is late, is there a late fee?  How much is the late fee?
	

	When does the landlord start charging a late fee?  
	

	If my check bounces, does that mean it’s a late payment?
	

	When does the landlord start eviction if the rent is not paid?
	

	What utilities do I have to pay?
	

	What else do I have to pay? (For example, extra charge for pets, garage, laundry, key deposit, service fee if my check bounces?)
	

	RULES FOR MY APARTMENT

	What are the rules about noise? 
	

	What pets are allowed? (kind of pet, number of pets, size of pets)
	

	Are there rules about how I have to do my housecleaning?  Do I have to do any yard work?
	

	What happens if something breaks or someone damages my apartment?  What should I do?
	

	Can the landlord come into my apartment anytime he wants to?
	

	What are the rules about someone living with me?  How long can someone visit me (if they aren’t living with me)?
	

	What happens if there is a police call to my apartment or someone in my family is arrested?
	

	What happens If someone in my apartment uses illegal drugs?
	

	How long is my lease?  What happens if I want to move before my lease is up?
	

	What happens when my lease expires?
	

	If I want to move out, how soon do I have to tell my landlord?
	

	What do I have to do to get my damage deposit back?
	


About this tool:  This tool provides clients with a way to summarize, in their own words, the lease violations that could result in eviction.  However, it's recommended that clients consult with someone qualified (i.e., their housing advocate or case manager) to help them interpret the lease language.  Many housing advocates have found this to be a particularly important exercise for clients.  They have found that a number of problems can be prevented simply by making sure clients understand the rules. 
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