Housing Preferences Worksheet


	Apartment
	I Must Have
	I Would Prefer
	I Could Do Without

	One bedroom (as opposed to an efficiency)
	
	
	

	More than one bedroom  
	
	
	

	Furnished unit
	
	
	

	Washer and dryer in unit
	
	
	

	Dishwasher
	
	
	

	Air conditioning
	
	
	

	Utilities included
	
	
	

	Closets and storage
	
	
	

	One level (no stairs)
	
	
	

	Private apartment (versus renting room in shared house)
	
	
	

	Private bathroom
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	


	Building
	I Must Have
	I Would Prefer
	I Could Do Without

	Specific type of building (single family, duplex, multifamily)
	
	
	

	Secured entrance
	
	
	

	On-site laundry facilities 
	
	
	

	Yard/playground
	
	
	

	Off-street parking
	
	
	

	Handicap accessibility
	
	
	

	Elevator
	
	
	

	Pets allowed
	
	
	

	Storage space 
	
	
	

	On quiet street
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	


	Neighborhood
	I Must Have
	I Would Prefer
	I Could Do Without

	Near public transportation
	
	
	

	Near major roads/highways
	
	
	

	Near schools/daycare
	
	
	

	Near work
	
	
	

	Near healthcare and supportive services
	
	
	

	Near parks/play areas/public library
	
	
	

	Near family/friends
	
	
	

	Near grocery store & shopping
	
	
	

	Neighborhood
	I Must Have
	I Would Prefer
	I Could Do Without

	Near religious and recreation facilities
	
	
	

	Safe
	
	
	

	Children can play outside
	
	
	

	Quiet
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	


About this tool:  Before your clients begin their housing search, they should carefully think through the features of an apartment, building, and neighborhood that are most important to them.  Have your clients use this worksheet to help them determine the features they must have, those they would prefer, and those they can live without.  Once they have made these decisions, they will be able to conduct a more targeted housing search.  
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