HUD CoC GIS Toolkit for Community Providers – Install and Quick Start Guide

The process for installing the CoC GIS Toolkit for Community Providers is a two step process, 1) Download and install the ArcReader application, and 2) Download the HUD GIS data for your state.

First, you need to download and install the ESRI ArcReader software from the ESRI web site.  Visit http://appsforms.esri.com/products/download/index.cfm?#ArcReader and click on the link entitled ‘Download ArcReader 10.6 for Windows’.  You may be asked to provide some basic user information.  Once you have downloaded the ArcReader application, double click the ArcReader_Windows_106_161734 self-extracting installation file.  Follow the prompts to extract the setup files and install the software. 

Once you have successfully installed the ArcReader application you are ready to download the GIS data for your state and begin exploring the HUD CoC GIS Toolkit for Community Providers.  Visit the HUD Exchange website's Continuum of Care GIS Tools webpage to select the data download for your state(s) of interest. Use the 'Filter By' menu to specify 'HUD GIS Toolkit for Communities' as the tool type, '2017' as the year and your state of interest to restrict the result. The downloaded data is provided in a compressed (‘zipped’) format and you may require decompression software, available for free from http://www.winzip.com/.  

Once your download is complete, you may unzip the data to any location you like on your computer.  This will create a folder called ‘ST’, where ‘ST’ will be the two letter state abbreviation for the state you downloaded.  This folder contains three files and two additional folders.  While you may move the entire folder named ’ST’, it is important that you do not move or delete any of the files within this folder.  Moving or deleting any of the files within this folder will cause the project file to malfunction.  

You should begin by opening the folder marked ‘README and Documentation’, which contains the documentation for the HUD GIS Toolkit and well as a copy of this Quick Start Guide.   Once you have familiarized yourself with the overview documents, you can open the HUD GIS Tool by double-clicking the PMF file '2017_ST_GIS_toolkit.pmf'.  The program will open and display an overview map of your state.  
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