HEROS Related Laws and Mitigation

Welcome to the HEROS How To Video series. This video will tell you how to use the related law
and authority and mitigation screens in HEROS.

Once you’ve determined your level of review, you can move on to analyzing and complying with
the related environmental laws and authorities. The requirements in this section depend on the
project’s level of review — whether it is exempt, categorically excluded not subject to the
related laws and authorities listed in 50.4 and 58.5 (or CENST), categorically excluded subject to
50.4 and 58.5 (or CEST), or an environmental assessment.

For exempt and categorically excluded reviews, the related law and authorities will follow
immediately after the level of review determination screens. For environmental assessments,
you’ll be asked some additional questions about the purpose and need for the project first. You
can also find the Related Laws and Authorities in the side menu.

When you get to screen 2005 — Related Federal Laws and Authorities Summary, you’ll start with
a blank table. This table has three columns — the first lists the name of each compliance factor,
the second asks whether formal compliance steps or mitigation is required for that compliance
factor, and the third column is where your compliance determination will go as you complete
these screens.

In the first column, you'll see all the federal environmental laws and authorities that are
required for this project based on the HUD program and level of review.

¢ In this example, you can see the full range of laws and authorities required for a CEST or
EA review.

e For Part 58 exempt or CENST reviews, you will only see three laws and authorities —
airport hazards, CBRA, and flood insurance.

e For part 50 CENST reviews, you would only see those laws and authorities that are
specified in 24 CFR 50.19, which vary depending on the activities involved.

e And you will see an additional row for Housing Requirements at all levels of review only
for Part 50 Housing division programs, including Multifamily FHA, Healthcare, and RAD.

Unlike prior environmental review formats, you will not fill out this table directly. To complete
your analysis for each law and authority, click on its name in the left-hand column. Each name is
a hyperlink to a separate screen, which will walk you through the process of complying with
that law or authority. As you complete the screens for each law and authority, this screen will
begin to fill in. You can complete these screens in any order, but we encourage you to complete
the Environmental Justice screen last, after you have a complete idea of the environmental
risks involved in the project.



Now, let’s look at the Noise screen as an example. Some features are common to all of the
related law and authority screens. Each starts with a table outlining the general compliance
requirements, any relevant legislation, and any implementing regulations. Then, there is a
reference section with a link to the HUD Exchange page for more information. (You may see
older links to OneCPD, HUD’s previous website. Don’t worry — these links do redirect to the
current HUD Exchange page.)

At the very bottom of the screen, you’ll see two buttons: at any time, you can save your work
on these screens by pressing ‘save and return to summary’ — this will save your work, and
redirect you to the main related law and authority screen. If at any point you realize that the
project cannot proceed at this site — for example because the proposed site is a floodway or
coastal barrier unit — you may use the cancel button on the right to stop the review.

Moving on to the substance of the screen — each related law and authority screen is made up of
a series of different kinds of questions — multiple choice, yes/no, and short answer. Make sure
you read these questions carefully and respond to them as accurately as possible. Some
guestions might not be asking exactly what you would expect, and some screens will change
depending on the nature of the project, so it’s important that you not jump to conclusions or go
into a screen assuming you will know the answers to every question. For example, the noise
screen changes depending on whether your project is categorically excluded or if it requires an
EA.

After responding to each question, press the ‘next’ button to see the next question. As you
continue through the screen, the questions will be tailored to your previous responses —you
may only have to answer one question per screen, or you may see many. Be sure to follow each
screen’s individual prompts and logic in order to get the best use of HEROS.

When you have finished responding to all required questions, you will be directed to the screen
summary. This section appears at the conclusion of each related law and authority screen. You
will start with a compliance determination filled in for you based on your responses, but you
are encouraged to edit this as much as you feel is necessary. In some cases, the system-
generated compliance determination is sufficient; and in others, it will be appropriate to edit it
to fill in project-specific details. Next, there is space to upload all documentation related to that
screen. Follow the prompts within the screen to determine whether documentation is required.

Finally, you will be asked whether formal compliance steps or mitigation is required. This
guestion does not affect the mitigation screen — the purpose here is to help keep track of which
laws and authorities trigger formal compliance. And For Part 58 reviews, this question will help
you determine whether the project can convert to exempt. Partner users may not respond to
this question — only RE users (for Part 58 reviews) or HUD staff (for Part 50 reviews) can
complete each screen by responding to this final question. This ensures that the party
responsible for the review independently evaluates each screen individually.



When you have completed the screen summary, press save and return to summary. Your edited
compliance determination and response regarding whether formal compliance measures are
triggered will appear on the screen summary. When you’re ready to move on to the next stage
in the review, press Save and Continue. EA-level reviews will be directed to screen 4010 — EA
Factors — to complete additional analysis. Categorically excluded reviews will go directly to
screen 5000 — Mitigation Measures and Conditions.

This screen will automatically show all laws, authorities, and environmental assessment factors
that HEROS has determined will require mitigation. This table will expand depending on how
many factors require mitigation. For a few laws and authorities, you will see system-generated
text that cannot be edited. For most, this table will show the text you (or your partners)
entered when prompted to describe required mitigation. If you want to edit one of the
mitigation measures that appears here, click on the name of the factor in the left column to
return to the associated screen.

If you have additional mitigation measures or conditions that do not appear here, press the
‘add mitigation measure or condition’ button. An additional row will appear in which you can
enter a new requirement. You may add as many rows as you need. Use the left textbox to name
the requirement, and the right textbox to describe the mitigation measure or condition in
detail. If one or more mitigation measures is required, you will have to enter a mitigation plan.
This plan should clarify how and when mitigation measures will be carried out, and assign the
parties responsible for ensuring that mitigation is completed. This plan can either be typed into
the textbox provided or uploaded as a separate document. When you are finished, press save
and continue to move on to the final screens.

Thank you for watching this HEROS how to video. For more information on using HEROS, go to
the HEROS page on the HUD Exchange.



