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Project Information

	Project Name:
	American-Tourister-Site-Improvements



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010022414



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	PROVIDENCE, 444 Westminster St Providence RI, 02903



	RE Preparer:  
	Ann Marie Scofield



	State / Local Identifier:  
	



	Certifying Officer:
	Emily A. Freedman




	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	City of Providence



	Point of Contact: 
	



	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Project Location:
	70 Houghton Street, Providence, RI 02907



	Additional Location Information:

	Plat Lot 78-448, 70 Houghton Street, Providence, RI 02907. Use Code: 299 Description: Vac Comm Lnd Size (Acres): 9.81



	Direct Comments to:
	City of Providence Community Development Division
Attention: AnnMarie Scofield, Environmental Officer
444 Westminster Street, 3rd Floor
Providence, RI 02916



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	The City of Providence will make utility improvements to catalyze private sector investment at the former American Tourister site at 70 Houghton Street, Providence. The City will install a pump station and 12 inch sewer force main from the west end of Houghton Street to Veazie Street and Branch Avenue. Roadway access will be improved by milling, grading, and paving Houghton Street. Curbs and sidewalks will be installed for pedestrian access to the site. A cul-de-sac will be constructed at the entrance of the site that can accommodate a 60 foot turn around. Water and gas lines will be installed from the road to the end of the cul-de-sac. These improvements will spur private sector investment at the site, resulting in eventual employment for Providence residents and improvement of a (former) Brownfield site in a low-income neighborhood.



Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]:
	The site improvements at 70 Houghton Street will enable economic development at a 9.81 acre site long-blighted due to historic environmental contamination and costly infrastructure enhancement needs. The project involves the design and construction of road, sewer and lighting improvements to allow for future development on a vacant industrial parcel owned by the Providence Redevelopment Authority (PRA) at 70 Houghton Street. Water, gas, and power currently run to the site. The site is 9.81 acres of developable land. It was formerly the site of a large manufacturing facility that burned in 2000. Using a $400,000 grant for Brownfields Cleanup awarded by the US Environmental Protection Agency in 2014, the PRA has cleared and grubbed the site, restored and delineated adjacent wetlands, and improved site grading and drainage. The site is now level and has 35,000 cubic yards of clean, structural soil amassed to serve as a final cap once development plans are set. An Environmental Land Usage Restriction (ELUR) will be established and recorded in land evidence records once capping is complete. The City has been approached in the past by private developers and businesses with an interest in the site. These investments never occurred due to concerns related to site contamination, access, and lack of public sewer. The City now has a coherent economic development strategy tied to the site centered around food processing and manufacturing. This site is targeted as the light manufacturing component of Providence's urban New Food cluster strategy designed to advance private sector job growth and investment. The primary objective is to develop complementary food cluster components that will lead to Providence's emergence as one of the top food hubs in the US. While food industry businesses will be targeted and prioritized for development on this site, other appropriate types of development may also be acceptable. The improvements proposed herein will lead to a new food-related anchor tenant who will spur the development of abutting privately-owned lots and other sites throughout the region. The City is proposing to make site and utility improvements to catalyze private sector investment. Specifically: * Install a pump station and 12-inch sewer force main from the west end of Houghton Street to Veazie Street and Branch Avenue (1,100 LF). * Improve local roadway access by milling, grading and paving Houghton Street, and installing curbing and sidewalks for pedestrian access. * Construct a cul-de-sac at the entrance to the site that can accommodate a 60 foot turnaround. * Extend water and gas to the end of the cul-de-sac. As soon as improvements are underway, the PRA will issue an RFI/RFP to pursue partners for development of light manufacturing space, with a focus on incubation of the local New Food sector. Companies that have already expressed an interest in such space would be encouraged to apply. According to recent feasibility assessments, the 70 Houghton Street site could accommodate about 220,000 SF of Class A manufacturing space at full build-out, with the remainder of the site allocated for requirements such as loading docks, parking, and truck ingress and egress. The alternative would be the "no-action alternative", as this specific address is the location of community and economic development need in this region of the City of Providence.



Existing Conditions and Trends [24 CFR 58.40(a)]:
	The 9.81 acre parcel at 70 Houghton Street is currently zoned for mixed-use manufacturing, but as stated previously, it was formerly the site of a large manufacturing facility that burned in 2000. The site has been cleared and grubbed, with improvements made to site grading and drainage. The site is now level and has 35,000 cubic yards of clean, structural soil amassed to serve as a final cap once development plans are set. An Environmental Land Usage Restriction (ELUR) will be established and recorded in land evidence records once capping is complete to govern future uses. Without public subsidy to address costly site and infrastructure deficiencies, the site is expected to remain vacant and blighted.



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:
70 Houghton Street, Google Map Location.pdf
70 Houghton Street, City Map.pdf
Existing Conditions Map, 70 Houghton Street.pdf

Determination:
	
	Finding of No Significant Impact [24 CFR 58.40(g)(1); 40 CFR 1508.13] The project will not result in a significant impact on the quality of human environment

	
	Finding of Significant Impact



Approval Documents:
EA Signature Page, American Tourister Project.pdf
HUD Signed 7015.15 American Tourister.pdf

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	




Funding Information 

	Grant Number
	HUD Program 
	Program Name
	Funding Amount 

	B-16-MC-440003
	CPD
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)
	$300,000.00



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$300,000.00




	This project anticipates the use of funds or assistance from another federal agency in addition to HUD in the form of:




	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$1,200,000.00



Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required?
	Compliance determination
(See Appendix A for source determinations)

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
Clear Zones and Accident Potential Zones; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D
	  Yes     No
	The project site is not within 15,000 feet of a military airport or 2,500 feet of a civilian airport. The project is in compliance with Airport Hazards requirements.

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
Coastal Barrier Resources Act, as amended by the Coastal Barrier Improvement Act of 1990 [16 USC 3501]
	  Yes     No
	This project is not located in a CBRS Unit. Therefore, this project has no potential to impact a CBRS Unit and is in compliance with the Coastal Barrier Resources Act.

	Flood Insurance
Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 and National Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994 [42 USC 4001-4128 and 42 USC 5154a]
	  Yes     No
	Based on the project description the project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under this section. The project does not require flood insurance or is excepted from flood insurance. While flood insurance may not be mandatory in this instance, HUD recommends that all insurable structures maintain flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The project is not located within a flood zone and is therefore in compliance with Flood Insurance requirements. See: FEMA FIRM Map number: 44007C0306H, effective date October 2, 2015, and City of Providence Zoning Map with FEMA Overlay, attached.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
Clean Air Act, as amended, particularly section 176(c) & (d); 40 CFR Parts 6, 51, 93
	  Yes     No
	The project's county or air quality management district is in attainment status for all criteria pollutants. The project is in compliance with the Clean Air Act, per https://www.epa.gov/green-book.

	Coastal Zone Management Act
Coastal Zone Management Act, sections 307(c) & (d)
	  Yes     No
	The City of Providence is required to consult with the Rhode Island Coastal Resource Management Council on all NEPA Environmental Assessment-level projects receiving HUD funds, but the project was determined to be located beyond the CRMC 200-foot coastal jurisdictional area, and is not within CRMC freshwater wetland in the vicinity of the coast jurisdiction or the Metro BayRegion SAMP jurisdiction. Therefore, the consulting agency determined the project to be consistent with the State Coastal Management Program, and rendered "no objection". The project was therefore determined to be in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act through required consultation with the State of RI Coastal Resources Management Council, and no mitigation steps are required.

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
24 CFR 50.3(i) & 58.5(i)(2)]
	  Yes      No
	Site contamination was evaluated as follows: ASTM Phase I ESA, ASTM Phase II ESA, Remediation or clean-up plan. On-site or nearby toxic, hazardous, or radioactive substances were found that could affect the health and safety of project occupants or conflict with the intended use of the property. The adverse environmental impacts can be mitigated. With mitigation, identified in the mitigation section of this review, the project will be in compliance with contamination and toxic substances requirements.

	Endangered Species Act
Endangered Species Act of 1973, particularly section 7; 50 CFR Part 402
	  Yes     No
	This project will have No Effect on listed species based on available Fish & Wildlife Service data. This project is in compliance with the Endangered Species Act. See attached FWS Critical Habitat Map.

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
Above-Ground Tanks)[24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C
	  Yes     No
	Consultation with City of Providence Fire Department, Department of Inspections & Standards, Department of Planning & Development, and RI Department of Environmental Management (DEM) determined that there are no current or planned stationary above-ground storage containers warranting concern within 1 mile of the project site. All tanks within the applicable radius (see attached maps) are appropriately sited in accordance with DEM regulations, and contain common standard industrial fuels. The project was therefore determined to be in compliance with explosive and flammable hazard requirements.

	Farmlands Protection
Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981, particularly sections 1504(b) and 1541; 7 CFR Part 658
	  Yes     No
	This project does not include any activities that could potentially convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural use. 70 Houghton Street is a vacant commercial lot, and the former site of the American Tourister manufacturing facility. The project is in compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act.

	Floodplain Management
Executive Order 11988, particularly section 2(a); 24 CFR Part 55
	  Yes     No
	This project does not occur in a floodplain. The project is in compliance with Executive Order 11988. See FEMA FIRM, attached, and City of Providence Zoning Map with FEMA FIRM overlay for detail.

	Historic Preservation
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, particularly sections 106 and 110; 36 CFR Part 800
	  Yes     No
	Based on the project description the project has No Potential to Cause Effects per a memorandum stating the property is not a historic resource and no potential to cause effect, provided by the City's Historic Preservation Planner under his authority designated by a Programmatic Agreement with the RI SHPO. Additional 106 consultation was also conducted with area tribes, who did not respond to invitation to consult on the project. The project is therefore in compliance with Section 106.

	Noise Abatement and Control
Noise Control Act of 1972, as amended by the Quiet Communities Act of 1978; 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart B
	  Yes     No
	Based on the project description, this project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under HUD's noise regulation. Proposed project involves site improvements at a vacant commercial site that is more than 1,000 feet from any major roadway or other noise generator. A field review and consultation with appropriate resources was conducted to screen for major roadways (within 1,000 feet), railroads (within 3,000 feet), and military or FAA-regulated airfields (with 15 miles) in the vicinity of the project. See Google Map, TF Green FAA Noise Map, and 3,000ft Railroad Buffer Map, attached. The project is does not fall within any applicable range of railroad, roadway, or airline noise sources, and is therefore in compliance with HUD's Noise regulation.

	Sole Source Aquifers
Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974, as amended, particularly section 1424(e); 40 CFR Part 149
	  Yes     No
	There are no sole source aquifer areas in Providence, RI (see EPA SSA Map, attached). The project is in compliance with Sole Source Aquifer requirements.

	Wetlands Protection
Executive Order 11990, particularly sections 2 and 5
	  Yes     No
	Based on the project description this project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under this section. The project is in compliance with Executive Order 11990. See USFWS National Wetlands Inventory Map, 12/15/2016.

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, particularly section 7(b) and (c)
	  Yes     No
	This project is not within proximity of a NWSRS river (none designated in State of Rhode Island). The project is in compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. https://www.rivers.gov/rhode-island.php

	HUD HOUSING ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
Executive Order 12898
	  Yes     No
	No adverse environmental impacts were identified in the project's total environmental review. Assistance will result in continued remediation and site improvements at a vacant commercial site that was a former Brownfield. Future use will be entirely commercial (the area is a zoned industrial district), and use will be consistent with the City's Comprehensive Plan. The City's Comprehensive Plan, which governs its zoning, requires environmental justice to be evaluated during the development of any neighborhood plan or zoning revision. Public neighborhood meetings were held as part of the EPA Brownfields Cleanup and information was shared regarding the City's plans to redevelop the site. No objections were raised. No mitigation measures and conditions were determined to be necessary through this review, pursuant to 40 CFR 1505.2(c). The project is in compliance with Executive Order 12898.




Environmental Assessment Factors [24 CFR 58.40; Ref. 40 CFR 1508.8 &1508.27] 

Impact Codes: An impact code from the following list has been used to make the determination of impact for each factor. 
(1)  	Minor beneficial impact
(2)  	No impact anticipated 
(3) 	Minor Adverse Impact – May require mitigation 
(4) 	Significant or potentially significant impact requiring avoidance or modification which may require an Environmental Impact Statement. 

	Environmental Assessment Factor
	Impact Code
	Impact Evaluation
	Mitigation

	LAND DEVELOPMENT

	Conformance with Plans / Compatible Land Use and Zoning / Scale and Urban Design
	2
	Current Land Use of the 9.81 acre site is "Vacant Commercial Land"; and it is zoned as "Mixed-Use Industrial District". The site is the former home of the American Tourister manufacturing facility, which burned down in 2000. The property, once redeveloped, will remain a commercial site, which is consistent with existing district zoning. An Environmental Land Use Restriction will be filed to limit future uses to only commercial or manufacturing.
	Not applicable. No mitigation steps are required.

	Soil Suitability / Slope/ Erosion / Drainage and Storm Water Runoff
	1
	The site has been graded, cleared, grubbed, and wetlands on an adjacent parcel were previously delineated and preserved. 35,000 cubic yards of clean, structural soil has been amassed to serve as a final cap over the contaminated site. As a result of the completion of this remediation work and site improvements, the soil suitability, erosion, drainage, and storm water conditions at the property will be substantially improved.
	Not applicable.

	Hazards and Nuisances including Site Safety and Site-Generated Noise
	2
	The area surrounding the site is zoned "MMU-75" mixed-use industrial district. Site improvements will be conducted using appropriate OSHA methods, and the site will be posted and secured against public entry by the selected contractor during the period of construction.
	Not applicable.

	Energy Consumption/Energy Efficiency
	2
	Gas lines will be extended to the end of the cul-de-sac to provide energy to the proposed new development. Natural gas access will provide new industrial tenants with a more efficient energy alternative to oil or coal-generated power.
	Not applicable.

	SOCIOECONOMIC

	Employment and Income Patterns
	1
	This project will primarily spur semi-skilled job growth in the City of Providence and throughout Providence County (the region). Both areas have high levels of unemployment and poverty. Based on input the City has received from a range of food manufacturers, a 220,000 SF light food manufacturing industrial park can create roughly one job per 600 SF, or about 360 semi-skilled jobs that will match much of the region's current workforce skill levels.
	Not applicable.

	Demographic Character Changes / Displacement
	2
	Vacant site has been, and will continue to be, zoned industrial. The site is located in an industrial district. No changes in demographics or displacement shall occur.
	Not applicable.

	COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

	Educational and Cultural Facilities (Access and Capacity)
	2
	Site improvements on vacant commercial lot and subsequent redevelopment as commercial space will have no impact on area educational or cultural facilities.
	Not applicable.

	Commercial Facilities (Access and Proximity)
	1
	This property is sited in an industrial district. This is an anchor project for the regional New Food cluster strategy, designed to help reverse the steady loss of light manufacturing by linking into the New Economy and building a more resilient economic base. The New Food cluster strategy is anticipated to create jobs at a range of skill levels, in particular high-skilled food science jobs and semi-skilled manufacturing jobs. The 70 Houghton Street site could accommodate about 220,000 SF of Class A manufacturing space at full build-out, with the remainder of the site allocated for requirements such as loading docks, parking, and truck ingress and egress. Neighboring properties are existing industrial facilities.
	Not applicable.

	Health Care / Social Services (Access and Capacity)
	2
	Site improvements on vacant commercial lot and subsequent redevelopment as commercial space will have no impact on area health or social services.
	Not applicable.

	Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling (Feasibility and Capacity)
	2
	This property is sited in an industrial district. While any new facility will result in a net increase to solid waste and recycling, no negative impacts on solid waste disposal and recycling are anticipated. Any disposal of waste by a new facility will require appropriate City and RI DEM permits.
	Not applicable.

	Waste Water and Sanitary Sewers (Feasibility and Capacity)
	1
	Install a pump station and 12-inch sewer force main from the west end of Houghton Street to Veazie Street and Branch Avenue (1,100 LF) will be installed to increase capacity at the site in support of future proposed development.
	Not applicable.

	Water Supply (Feasibility and Capacity)
	1
	The City will extend water and gas to the end of the cul-de-sac in order to increase capacity at the site in support of future development needs.
	Not applicable.

	Public Safety  - Police, Fire and Emergency Medical
	2
	Site improvements on vacant commercial lot and subsequent redevelopment as commercial space will have no impact on area public safety.
	Not applicable.

	Parks, Open Space and Recreation (Access and Capacity)
	2
	Site improvements on vacant commercial lot and subsequent redevelopment as commercial space will have no impact on parks, open space, and recreation access. The adjacent lot has been permanently conserved for open space for the public enjoyment, providing access to the neighborhood and any future tenants at 70 Houghton Street.
	Not applicable.

	Transportation and Accessibility (Access and Capacity)
	1
	Access to the site will be improved through creation of a cul-de-sac and installation of ADA-accessible sidewalks and curbing. Public transit already services the area, and it is located in a strategic location with access to I-95, Rt. 146, the Port of Providence and the national rail network.
	Not applicable.

	NATURAL FEATURES

	Unique Natural Features /Water Resources
	2
	This vacant, commercial site does not have unique natural features or water resources. This site is the former home of a commercial manufacturing facility (American Tourister), which was razed and underwent Brownfields remediation.
	Not applicable.

	Vegetation / Wildlife (Introduction, Modification, Removal, Disruption, etc.)
	2
	This vacant, commercial site. This site is the former home of a commercial manufacturing facility (American Tourister), which was razed and underwent Brownfields remediation. The site is now covered with gravel and clean fill, which will form a final "cap" over the Brownfields site once the infrastructure is installed.
	Not applicable.

	Other Factors
	2
	None applicable.
	Not applicable.



Supporting documentation

Additional Studies Performed:
	See attached environmental studies.



Site_Investigation_Report_SIR_Addendum_70_Houghton_St.pdf
SIR_Addendum_70_Houghton_St_Appendix_C.pdf
SIR_Addendum_70_Houghton_St_Appendix_B.pdf
SIR_Addendum_70_Houghton_St_Appendix_A.pdf
2015-09-10 RAWP Addendum.pdf
2013_Remedial_Action_Status_Report_RASR_70_Houghton_St.pdf
2013_RASR_70_Houghton_St_Appendix_F.pdf
2013_RASR_70_Houghton_St_Appendices_D_2of2.pdf
2013_RASR_70_Houghton_St_Appendices_D_1of2.pdf
2013_RASR_70_Houghton_St_Appendices_B_C.pdf
2010-11 RAWP.pdf
Phase_I_ESA_70_Houghton_St_Appendix_5.pdf
Phase_I_ESA_70_Houghton_St_Appendices_6_7.pdf
Phase_I_Environmental_Site_Assessment_ESA_70_Houghton_St.pdf

	Field Inspection [Optional]: Date and completed by:
	

	Ann Marie Scofield
	11/20/2016 12:00:00 AM



Existing Conditions Map, 70 Houghton Street.pdf

List of Sources, Agencies and Persons Consulted [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]:
	Jason Martin, City Preservation Planner, pursuant to a State of Rhode Island Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)/City of Providence Programmatic Agreement for Section 106 Review. Narragansett Tribe Preservation Officer pursuant to Section 106 review requirements. Aquinnah Tribe Preservation Officer pursuant to Section 106 review requirements. James Boyd, Coastal Policy Analyst, RI Coastal Resources Management Council, for consistency determination with Coastal Zone Management Act. Jeff Lykins, Director of Inspections & Standards, City of Providence. Captain Jack Devlin, Fire Prevention Captain, City of Providence. Jill Eastman, RI Department of Environmental Management, Office of Emergency Response, http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/emergencyresponse/asts.php. Tim Regan, Client Manager/Principal Engineer, Amec Foster Wheeler (consulting firm which completed site assessments). Lou Maccarone, Chief Program Development, Department of Environmental Management. Alan Peterson, Program Lead Targeted Brownfield Assessments, Environmental Protection Agency.





List of Permits Obtained: 
	1. City Planning Commission (Minor Subdivision) 2. DPW / Engineering (approval for drainage & roadway) 3. Narragansett Bay Commission (Pump Station) 4. RIDEM Wetlands Preliminary Determination Application 5. Main Extension Applications to Utility Companies



Public Outreach [24 CFR 58.43]:
	The City posted its joint notice "Finding of No Significant Impact & Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds" for a required 18 days for local public comment. This notice was posted (in English and Spanish) at the following public locations: 1) City of Providence City Clerk's Office; and 2) Ward 4 neighborhood offices (see attached list of 31 locations). No public comments were received.



Public Notice Location List, Ward 4 (70 Houghton Street).pdf
Public Notice, 18-Day Local Comment Period (Spanish).pdf
Public Notice, 18-Day Local Public Comment Period.pdf

Cumulative Impact Analysis [24 CFR 58.32]: 
	The redevelopment of 70 Houghton Street will result in one of only a very few sizable industrial sites available for development in the State of Rhode Island. As a result of this project, infrastructure will be extended and improved (sidewalks, a cul-de-sac, extended water and utility lines), and a Brownfield cap can be completed. Without this EDA and HUD investment, it is likely that the intensive infrastructure and environmental needs at the site will preclude private investment at this vacant, 9.81 acre industrial property.



Alternatives [24 CFR 58.40(e); 40 CFR 1508.9] 
	The subject site was evaluated for potential reuses. Environmental conditions at the site dictate the future acceptable uses, as well as the required design for the site. An Environmental Land Use Restriction must be filed after site improvements occur to limit future uses to industrial only.


	
No Action Alternative [24 CFR 58.40(e)] 
	The City requires HUD and EDA funds to complete infrastructure development and subsequent completion of private-sector redevelopment (including completion of capping) at this site. The City has been approached in the past by private developers and businesses with an interest in the site. These investments never occurred due to concerns related to site contamination, access, and lack of public sewer. The City now has a coherent economic development strategy tied to the site. The "no action alternative" is expected to result in continued disinvestment at the site.



Summary of Findings and Conclusions: 
	The project involves the design and construction of road, sewer and lighting improvements to allow for future development on a vacant industrial parcel owned by the Providence Redevelopment Authority at 70 Houghton Street. Water, gas, and power will be run to the site. It was formerly the site of a large manufacturing facility that burned in 2000. Using a $400,000 grant for Brownfields Cleanup awarded by the US Environmental Protection Agency in 2014, the PRA has cleared and grubbed the site, restored and delineated adjacent wetlands, and improved site grading and drainage. The site is now level and has 35,000 cubic yards of clean, structural soil amassed to serve as a final cap once development plans can be financed. An Environmental Land Usage Restriction (ELUR) will be established and recorded in land evidence records once capping is complete. The City has been approached in the past by private developers and businesses with an interest in the site. These investments never occurred due to concerns related to site contamination, access, and lack of public sewer, and are expected to continue without subsidy from HUD or EDA grants. The City has a coherent economic development strategy tied to the site. This site is targeted as the light manufacturing component of Providence's urban New Food cluster strategy designed to advance private sector job growth and investment. The primary objective is to develop complementary food cluster components that will lead to Providence's emergence as one of the top food hubs in the US. While food industry businesses will be targeted and prioritized for development on this site, other appropriate types of development may also be acceptable. The improvements proposed herein will lead to a new food-related anchor tenant who will spur the development of abutting privately-owned lots and other sites throughout the region.



Mitigation Measures and Conditions [CFR 1505.2(c)]: 
Summarized below are all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, avoid or eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be incorporated into project contracts, development agreements and other relevant documents. The staff responsible for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified in the mitigation plan. 

	Law, Authority, or Factor
	Mitigation Measure or Condition
	Comments on Completed Measures
	Complete

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	70 Houghton Street is the site of an almost entirely-remediated Brownfield. The site was cleaned using a $400,000 EPA Brownfields Cleanup award in 2014. The site was cleared, grubbed, restored, adjacent wetlands were delineated, and the site drainage was improved through use of engineering controls. 35,000 cubic yards of clean, structural soil was amassed to serve as a final cap. This cap will be completed as a result of HUD assistance, and an Environmental Land Usage Restriction (ELUR) will be established and recorded in land evidence records once capping is complete (institutional controls).
	N/A
	 

	Conformance with Plans / Compatible Land Use and Zoning / Scale and Urban Design
	Not applicable. No mitigation steps are required.
	N/A
	 

	Soil Suitability / Slope/ Erosion / Drainage and Storm Water Runoff
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Hazards and Nuisances including Site Safety and Site-Generated Noise
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Energy Consumption/Energy Efficiency
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Employment and Income Patterns
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Demographic Character Changes / Displacement
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Educational and Cultural Facilities (Access and Capacity)
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Commercial Facilities (Access and Proximity)
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Health Care / Social Services (Access and Capacity)
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling (Feasibility and Capacity)
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Waste Water and Sanitary Sewers (Feasibility and Capacity)
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Water Supply (Feasibility and Capacity)
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Public Safety  - Police, Fire and Emergency Medical
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Parks, Open Space and Recreation (Access and Capacity)
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Transportation and Accessibility (Access and Capacity)
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Unique Natural Features /Water Resources
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Vegetation / Wildlife (Introduction, Modification, Removal, Disruption, etc.)
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Other Factors
	Not applicable.
	N/A
	 

	Permits, reviews and approvals
	1. City Planning Commission (Minor Subdivision) 2. DPW / Engineering (approval for drainage & roadway) 3. Narragansett Bay Commission (Pump Station) 4. RIDEM Wetlands Preliminary Determination Application 5. Main Extension Applications to Utility Companies
	N/A
	 



Mitigation Plan
	The Providence Redevelopment Authority commissioned a Remedial Action Work Plan, which was updated in 2015 after substantial remediation occurred (attached), and identifies the required remaining mitigation measures at the site. The mitigation measures identified will be monitored by an environmental consultant serving as project manager. Institutional controls (as specified in the Work Plan) will be employed after completion of the improvements (an Environmental Land Use Restriction) to govern future use of the site for appropriate activities. The engineered cap will consist of a minimum of two feet of clean fill or equivalent (i.e., six inches of clean sub-base overlaid with four inches of asphalt/concrete pavement, building foundations, etc.). The ELUR documenting maintenance and annual inspections of the engineered cap will be recorded in the land evidence records for the property following completion of remaining remedial activities. This RAWP satisfies Section 9.0 of the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) Rules and Regulation for the Investigation and Remediation of Hazardous Material Releases (Remediation Regulations). This RAWP includes details on the remedial objectives and proposed remedy for the Site. The implementation and completion of the remedial action proposed in this RAWP Addendum will bring the Site into compliance with the Remediation Regulations.


2015-09-10 RAWP Addendum(1).pdf

Supporting documentation on completed measures


APPENDIX A:  Related Federal Laws and Authorities

 Airport Hazards
	General policy
	Legislation
	Regulation

	It is HUD’s policy to apply standards to prevent incompatible development around civil airports and military airfields.  
	
	24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D



1.	To ensure compatible land use development, you must determine your site’s proximity to civil and military airports.  Is your project within 15,000 feet of a military airport or 2,500 feet of a civilian airport?

	
	No




Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and upload the map showing that the site is not within the applicable distances to a military or civilian airport below

	
	Yes







Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	The project site is not within 15,000 feet of a military airport or 2,500 feet of a civilian airport. The project is in compliance with Airport Hazards requirements.



Supporting documentation 

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Coastal Barrier Resources
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	HUD financial assistance may not be used for most activities in units of the Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS). See 16 USC 3504 for limitations on federal expenditures affecting the CBRS.  
	Coastal Barrier Resources Act (CBRA) of 1982, as amended by the Coastal Barrier Improvement Act of 1990 (16 USC 3501) 

	



1. Is the project located in a CBRS Unit?
	
	No



Document and upload map and documentation below. 

	
	Yes




Compliance Determination
	This project is not located in a CBRS Unit. Therefore, this project has no potential to impact a CBRS Unit and is in compliance with the Coastal Barrier Resources Act.



Supporting documentation 
 
Coastal Barriers Resource Map.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Flood Insurance
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	Certain types of federal financial assistance may not be used in floodplains unless the community participates in National Flood Insurance Program and flood insurance is both obtained and maintained.
	Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 as amended (42 USC 4001-4128)
	24 CFR 50.4(b)(1) and 24 CFR 58.6(a) and (b); 24 CFR 55.1(b).




1.	Does this project involve financial assistance for construction, rehabilitation, or acquisition of a mobile home, building, or insurable personal property?

	
	No. This project does not require flood insurance or is excepted from flood insurance. 



		  Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. 

	
	Yes




Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	Based on the project description the project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under this section. The project does not require flood insurance or is excepted from flood insurance. While flood insurance may not be mandatory in this instance, HUD recommends that all insurable structures maintain flood insurance under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The project is not located within a flood zone and is therefore in compliance with Flood Insurance requirements. See: FEMA FIRM Map number: 44007C0306H, effective date October 2, 2015, and City of Providence Zoning Map with FEMA Overlay, attached.



Supporting documentation 
FEMA FIRM Map 70 Houghton Street.pdf
City of Providence Map with Flood Overlay.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Air Quality
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	The Clean Air Act is administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which sets national standards on ambient pollutants. In addition, the Clean Air Act is administered by States, which must develop State Implementation Plans (SIPs) to regulate their state air quality. Projects funded by HUD must demonstrate that they conform to the appropriate SIP.  
	Clean Air Act (42 USC 7401 et seq.) as amended particularly Section 176(c) and (d) (42 USC 7506(c) and (d))
	40 CFR Parts 6, 51 and 93



1.	Does your project include new construction or conversion of land use facilitating the development of public, commercial, or industrial facilities OR five or more dwelling units?

	
	Yes

	
	No



Air Quality Attainment Status of Project’s County or Air Quality Management District 

2.	Is your project’s air quality management district or county in non-attainment or maintenance status for any criteria pollutants?

	
	No, project’s county or air quality management district is in attainment status for all criteria pollutants. 



	
	Yes, project’s management district or county is in non-attainment or maintenance status for the following criteria pollutants (check all that apply): 




Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	The project's county or air quality management district is in attainment status for all criteria pollutants. The project is in compliance with the Clean Air Act, per https://www.epa.gov/green-book.



Supporting documentation 

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Coastal Zone Management Act 
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	Federal assistance to applicant agencies for activities affecting any coastal use or resource is granted only when such activities are consistent with federally approved State Coastal Zone Management Act Plans.  
	Coastal Zone Management Act (16 USC 1451-1464), particularly section 307(c) and (d) (16 USC 1456(c) and (d))
	15 CFR Part 930





1.	Is the project located in, or does it affect, a Coastal Zone as defined in your state Coastal Management Plan?

	
	Yes

	
	No





2. Does this project include new construction, conversion, major rehabilitation, or substantial improvement activities?

	
	Yes

	
	No






3.	Has this project been determined to be consistent with the State Coastal Management Program?

	
	Yes, without mitigation



Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and upload all documents used to make your determination below.

	
	Yes, with mitigation

	
	No, project must be canceled. 





Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	The City of Providence is required to consult with the Rhode Island Coastal Resource Management Council on all NEPA Environmental Assessment-level projects receiving HUD funds, but the project was determined to be located beyond the CRMC 200-foot coastal jurisdictional area, and is not within CRMC freshwater wetland in the vicinity of the coast jurisdiction or the Metro BayRegion SAMP jurisdiction. Therefore, the consulting agency determined the project to be consistent with the State Coastal Management Program, and rendered "no objection". The project was therefore determined to be in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act through required consultation with the State of RI Coastal Resources Management Council, and no mitigation steps are required.



Supporting documentation 
 
CRMC Coastal Zone Consistency_Providence_70Houghton_2017-01-004.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Contamination and Toxic Substances
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulations

	It is HUD policy that all properties that are being proposed for use in HUD programs be free of hazardous materials, contamination, toxic chemicals and gases, and radioactive substances, where a hazard could affect the health and safety of the occupants or conflict with the intended utilization of the property.
	
	24 CFR 58.5(i)(2)
24 CFR 50.3(i)




1.	How was site contamination evaluated? Select all that apply. Document and upload documentation and reports and evaluation explanation of site contamination below.

	
	American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)

	
	ASTM Phase II ESA

	
	Remediation or clean-up plan

	
	ASTM Vapor Encroachment Screening

	
	None of the Above



2.	Were any on-site or nearby toxic, hazardous, or radioactive substances found that could affect the health and safety of project occupants or conflict with the intended use of the property?  (Were any recognized environmental conditions or RECs identified in a Phase I ESA and confirmed in a Phase II ESA?)

	
	No



	
	Yes





3.	Mitigation
Document and upload the mitigation needed according to the requirements of the appropriate federal, state, tribal, or local oversight agency.  If the adverse environmental effects cannot be mitigated, then HUD assistance may not be used for the project at this site.  

[bookmark: _Toc353375522]Can adverse environmental impacts be mitigated? 

	
	Adverse environmental impacts cannot feasibly be mitigated.




	
	Yes, adverse environmental impacts can be eliminated through mitigation. Document and upload all mitigation requirements below. 




4.	Describe how compliance was achieved in the text box below. Include any of the following that apply: State Voluntary Clean-up Program, a No Further Action letter, use of engineering controls, or use of institutional controls.

	70 Houghton Street is the site of an almost entirely-remediated Brownfield. The site was cleaned using a $400,000 EPA Brownfields Cleanup award in 2014. The site was cleared, grubbed, restored, adjacent wetlands were delineated, and the site drainage was improved through use of engineering controls. 35,000 cubic yards of clean, structural soil was amassed to serve as a final cap. This cap will be completed as a result of HUD assistance, and an Environmental Land Usage Restriction (ELUR) will be established and recorded in land evidence records once capping is complete (institutional controls).



If a remediation plan or clean-up program was necessary, which standard does it follow?

	
	Complete removal 

	
	Risk-based corrective action (RBCA) 










Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	Site contamination was evaluated as follows: ASTM Phase I ESA, ASTM Phase II ESA, Remediation or clean-up plan. On-site or nearby toxic, hazardous, or radioactive substances were found that could affect the health and safety of project occupants or conflict with the intended use of the property. The adverse environmental impacts can be mitigated. With mitigation, identified in the mitigation section of this review, the project will be in compliance with contamination and toxic substances requirements.



Supporting documentation 
 
Site_Investigation_Report_SIR_Addendum_70_Houghton_St(1).pdf
SIR_Addendum_70_Houghton_St_Appendix_C(1).pdf
SIR_Addendum_70_Houghton_St_Appendix_B(1).pdf
SIR_Addendum_70_Houghton_St_Appendix_A(1).pdf
Phase_I_ESA_70_Houghton_St_Appendix_5(1).pdf
Phase_I_ESA_70_Houghton_St_Appendices_6_7(1).pdf
Phase_I_Environmental_Site_Assessment_ESA_70_Houghton_St(1).pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No






Endangered Species 
	General requirements
	ESA Legislation
	Regulations

	Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) mandates that federal agencies ensure that actions that they authorize, fund, or carry out shall not jeopardize the continued existence of federally listed plants and animals or result in the adverse modification or destruction of designated critical habitat. Where their actions may affect resources protected by the ESA, agencies must consult with the Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the National Marine Fisheries Service (“FWS” and “NMFS” or “the Services”). 
	The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); particularly section 7 (16 USC 1536).
	50 CFR Part 402



1.	Does the project involve any activities that have the potential to affect specifies or habitats? 

	
	No, the project will have No Effect due to the nature of the activities involved in the project. 



	
	No, the project will have No Effect based on a letter of understanding, memorandum of agreement, programmatic agreement, or checklist provided by local HUD office



Explain your determination:
	There are no endangered species in Providence, RI. https://www.fws.gov/endangered/map/RI-info.html.



Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and upload all documents used to make your determination below.  

	
	Yes, the activities involved in the project have the potential to affect species and/or habitats.





Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	This project will have No Effect on listed species based on available Fish & Wildlife Service data. This project is in compliance with the Endangered Species Act. See attached FWS Critical Habitat Map.



Supporting documentation 
 
Critical Habitat Mapper FWS.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	HUD-assisted projects must meet Acceptable Separation Distance (ASD) requirements to protect them from explosive and flammable hazards.
	N/A
	24 CFR Part 51 Subpart C



1.	Is the proposed HUD-assisted project a hazardous facility (a facility that mainly stores, handles or processes flammable or combustible chemicals), i.e. bulk fuel storage facilities, refineries, etc.?

	
	No

	
	Yes



2.	Does this project include any of the following activities:  development, construction, rehabilitation that will increase residential densities, or conversion?


	
	No



	
	Yes




3.	Within 1 mile of the project site, are there any current or planned stationary aboveground storage containers:

· Of more than 100 gallon capacity, containing common liquid industrial fuels OR  
· Of any capacity, containing hazardous liquids or gases  that are not common liquid industrial fuels?

	
	No



Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and upload all documents used to make your determination below.

	
	Yes






Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	Consultation with City of Providence Fire Department, Department of Inspections & Standards, Department of Planning & Development, and RI Department of Environmental Management (DEM) determined that there are no current or planned stationary above-ground storage containers warranting concern within 1 mile of the project site. All tanks within the applicable radius (see attached maps) are appropriately sited in accordance with DEM regulations, and contain common standard industrial fuels. The project was therefore determined to be in compliance with explosive and flammable hazard requirements.



Supporting documentation 
 
70_HoughtonSt_Buffer_AST_List_ANSI_B_Portrait.pdf
Copy of AST_List_70HoughtonSt_Buffer.xlsx
Tank Referral to DEM, PFD.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Farmlands Protection 
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) discourages federal activities that would convert farmland to nonagricultural purposes.
	Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981 (7 U.S.C. 4201 et seq.)
	7 CFR Part 658



1.	Does your project include any activities, including new construction, acquisition of undeveloped land or conversion, that could convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural use?

	
	Yes

	
	No



If your project includes new construction, acquisition of undeveloped land or conversion, explain how you determined that agricultural land would not be converted:

	There are no Farm land in the City of Providence



Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and upload all documents used to make your determination below.

Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	This project does not include any activities that could potentially convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural use. 70 Houghton Street is a vacant commercial lot, and the former site of the American Tourister manufacturing facility. The project is in compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act.



Supporting documentation 
 
Farmlands Map.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Floodplain Management
	General Requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, requires federal activities to avoid impacts to floodplains and to avoid direct and indirect support of floodplain development to the extent practicable.
	Executive Order 11988
	24 CFR 55



1.	Do any of the following exemptions apply? Select the applicable citation? [only one selection possible]

	
	55.12(c)(3)

	
	55.12(c)(4) 

	
	55.12(c)(5) 

	
	55.12(c)(6) 

	
	55.12(c)(7) 

	
	55.12(c)(8) 

	
	55.12(c)(9) 

	
	55.12(c)(10) 

	
	55.12(c)(11) 

	
	None of the above 	



2.	Upload a FEMA/FIRM map showing the site here:

 
FEMA FIRM Map 70 Houghton Street(1).pdf

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designates floodplains. The FEMA Map Service Center provides this information in the form of FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs).  For projects in areas not mapped by FEMA, use the best available information to determine floodplain information.  Include documentation, including a discussion of why this is the best available information for the site.

Does your project occur in a floodplain?
	
	No




Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. 

	
	Yes







Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	This project does not occur in a floodplain. The project is in compliance with Executive Order 11988. See FEMA FIRM, attached, and City of Providence Zoning Map with FEMA FIRM overlay for detail.



Supporting documentation 
 
City of Providence Map with Flood Overlay Detail.pdf
FEMA FIRM Map 70 Houghton Street(2).pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Historic Preservation
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	Regulations under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) require a consultative process to identify historic  properties, assess project impacts on them, and avoid, minimize,  or mitigate adverse effects   
	Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(16 U.S.C. 470f)
	36 CFR 800 “Protection of Historic Properties” http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_10/36cfr800_10.html





Threshold
Is Section 106 review required for your project? 

	
	No, because the project consists solely of activities listed as exempt in a Programmatic Agreement (PA ). (See the PA Database to find applicable PAs.)


	
	No, because the project consists solely of activities included in a No Potential to Cause Effects memo or other determination [36 CFR 800.3(a)(1)].


	
	Yes, because the project includes activities with potential to cause effects (direct or indirect).




Threshold (b). Document and upload the memo or explanation/justification of the other determination below:
	70 Houghton Street is not a historic resource, per 106 consultation under Programmatic Agreement (PA) with RI SHPO. No further review required.


	


	Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section.

Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	Based on the project description the project has No Potential to Cause Effects per a memorandum stating the property is not a historic resource and no potential to cause effect, provided by the City's Historic Preservation Planner under his authority designated by a Programmatic Agreement with the RI SHPO. Additional 106 consultation was also conducted with area tribes, who did not respond to invitation to consult on the project. The project is therefore in compliance with Section 106.



Supporting documentation 
 
Tribal Consultation Letters.pdf
Section 106 Consultation Memorandum.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No






Noise Abatement and Control 
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	HUD’s noise regulations protect residential properties from excessive noise exposure. HUD encourages mitigation as appropriate.
	Noise Control Act of 1972

General Services Administration Federal Management Circular 75-2: “Compatible Land Uses at Federal Airfields”
	Title 24 CFR 51 Subpart B




1.	What activities does your project involve? Check all that apply:

	
	New construction for residential use



	
	Rehabilitation of an existing residential property



	
	A research demonstration project which does not result in new construction or reconstruction

	
	An interstate land sales registration

	
	Any timely emergency assistance under disaster assistance provision or appropriations which are provided to save lives, protect property, protect public health and safety, remove debris and wreckage, or assistance that has the effect of restoring facilities substantially as they existed prior to the disaster

	
	None of the above



Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	Based on the project description, this project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under HUD's noise regulation. Proposed project involves site improvements at a vacant commercial site that is more than 1,000 feet from any major roadway or other noise generator. A field review and consultation with appropriate resources was conducted to screen for major roadways (within 1,000 feet), railroads (within 3,000 feet), and military or FAA-regulated airfields (with 15 miles) in the vicinity of the project. See Google Map, TF Green FAA Noise Map, and 3,000ft Railroad Buffer Map, attached. The project is does not fall within any applicable range of railroad, roadway, or airline noise sources, and is therefore in compliance with HUD's Noise regulation.



Supporting documentation 
 
TF Green Airport FAA Map.pdf
RailroadBuffer.pdf
Google Map, Noise Generators.pdf


Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Sole Source Aquifers 
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	The Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 protects drinking water systems which are the sole or principal drinking water source for an area and which, if contaminated, would create a significant hazard to public health.
	Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 201, 300f et seq., and 21 U.S.C. 349)
	40 CFR Part 149



1.	Is the project located on a sole source aquifer (SSA)?
A sole source aquifer is defined as an aquifer that supplies at least 50 percent of the drinking water consumed in the area overlying the aquifer. This includes streamflow source areas, which are upstream areas of losing streams that flow into the recharge area.

	
	No



Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. Document and upload documentation used to make your determination, such as a map of your project (or jurisdiction, if appropriate) in relation to the nearest SSA and its source area, below.

	
	Yes



Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	There are no sole source aquifer areas in Providence, RI (see EPA SSA Map, attached). The project is in compliance with Sole Source Aquifer requirements.



Supporting documentation 
 
EPA SSA Map.pdf


Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Wetlands Protection 
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	Executive Order 11990 discourages direct or indirect support of new construction impacting wetlands wherever there is a practicable alternative. The Fish and Wildlife Service’s National Wetlands Inventory can be used as a primary screening tool, but observed or known wetlands not indicated on NWI maps must also be processed Off-site impacts that result in draining, impounding, or destroying wetlands must also be processed. 
	Executive Order 11990
	24 CFR 55.20 can be used for general guidance regarding the 8 Step Process.



1.	Does this project involve new construction as defined in Executive Order 11990, expansion of a building’s footprint, or ground disturbance? The term "new construction" shall include draining, dredging, channelizing, filling, diking, impounding, and related activities and any structures or facilities begun or authorized after the effective date of the Order

	
	No


Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. 

	
	Yes


Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	Based on the project description this project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under this section. The project is in compliance with Executive Order 11990. See USFWS National Wetlands Inventory Map, 12/15/2016.



Supporting documentation 
 
70 Houghton Street, Providence National Wetlands Inventory Map.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No





Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act provides federal protection for certain free-flowing, wild, scenic and recreational rivers designated as components or potential components of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (NWSRS) from the effects of construction or development. 
	The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1271-1287), particularly section 7(b) and (c) (16 U.S.C. 1278(b) and (c))
	36 CFR Part 297 



1.	Is your project within proximity of a NWSRS river?  

	
	No


	
	Yes, the project is in proximity of a Designated Wild and Scenic River or Study Wild and Scenic River.

	
	Yes, the project is in proximity of a Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) River.



Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	This project is not within proximity of a NWSRS river (none designated in State of Rhode Island). The project is in compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. https://www.rivers.gov/rhode-island.php



Supporting documentation 

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No






Environmental Justice
	General requirements
	Legislation
	Regulation

	Determine if the project creates adverse environmental impacts upon a low-income or minority community.  If it does, engage the community in meaningful participation about mitigating the impacts or move the project.  
	Executive Order 12898
	



HUD strongly encourages starting the Environmental Justice analysis only after all other laws and authorities, including Environmental Assessment factors if necessary, have been completed. 

1.	Were any adverse environmental impacts identified in any other compliance review portion of this project’s total environmental review?

	
	Yes

	
	No



Based on the response, the review is in compliance with this section. 

Screen Summary
Compliance Determination
	No adverse environmental impacts were identified in the project's total environmental review. Assistance will result in continued remediation and site improvements at a vacant commercial site that was a former Brownfield. Future use will be entirely commercial (the area is a zoned industrial district), and use will be consistent with the City's Comprehensive Plan. The City's Comprehensive Plan, which governs its zoning, requires environmental justice to be evaluated during the development of any neighborhood plan or zoning revision. Public neighborhood meetings were held as part of the EPA Brownfields Cleanup and information was shared regarding the City's plans to redevelop the site. No objections were raised. No mitigation measures and conditions were determined to be necessary through this review, pursuant to 40 CFR 1505.2(c). The project is in compliance with Executive Order 12898.



Supporting documentation 
 
Providence Zoning Map.pdf

Are formal compliance steps or mitigation required? 
	
	Yes

	
	No
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