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Unaccompanied Homeless Children and Youth

IN THE UNITED STATES

PIT DATA

On a single night in January 2014...
45,205 86.1% 13.9%

®
homeless children @ T were youth '\ were children
& youth were (18-24) W (17 & unden)
unaccompanied

23.3%

of all homeless children &
youth were unaccompanied

Unaccompanied homeless
children & youth in sheltered
& unsheltered locations

40.7% 1 59.3% HW54.4%0 45.6%

Unaccompanied Children  Unaccompanied Youth

UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN are ages 17 or younger who are not in the company of an adult
(18 or older) and alone.

UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH are people ages 18 to 24 who are not in the company of a child

(17 or younger) and are assumed to be alone.



One-Night Estimates

OF UNACCOMPANIED HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

PIT

This section presents the Point-in-Time (PIT) estimates of
unaccompanied homeless children and youth in the U.S.
The PIT estimates are one-night counts of both sheltered
and unsheltered homeless populations. The one-night counts are
conducted by CoCs nationwide and occur during the last ten days
in January. CoCs are required to conduct a point-in-time count in
shelters and a street (or “unsheltered”) count at least every other
year. Historically, HUD has incentivized through the CoC Program
Notice of Funding Availability annual sheltered and unsheltered
counts, and many CoCs choose to conduct both counts each

year. Since 2013, communities have submitted PIT estimates of
homelessness in three age categories: 17 and under, 18 to 24, and
25 and older. This section describes the extent of homelessness
among children (ages 17 and under) and youth (ages 18 to 24),
focusing on those who were unaccompanied. Unaccompanied
homeless children are not in the company of an adult (18 or older)
and are alone. Unaccompanied youth are not in the company of a
child, and are assumed to be homeless alone.?!

HUD currently requires communities to report data on people
experiencing chronic homelessness in the Point-in-Time count.
However, HUD is in the process of improving and updating its
annual data collections on this important population. HUD is
making changes to the data collection on 1-year estimates now.
Some of these changes will appear in the 2015 AHAR, but most
will appear in two years (i.e., 2017 AHAR).

"We approximate “unaccompanied youth” by identifying people homeless as
individuals ages 18 to 24. While a homeless individual age 18 to 24 is not in the
company of a child under age 18, he/she may be in a household with another
adult; because of the way data are collected, we cannot definitively determine if
a youth is alone. However, because most (98.7%) people homeless as individuals
are in one-person households, according to HMIS estimates, we assume they are
unaccompanied.

Data Source: PIT 2014
Includes Puerto Rico and U.S. Territories

45,205 homeless children and
youth were unaccompanied
on a night in January 2014;
86.1% were youth, and 13.9%
were children.

EXHIBIT 4.1: One-Night Counts of Unaccompanied Homeless

Children and Youth

PIT Estimates by Sheltered Status, 2013-2014

2013 2014

Sheltered | Unsheltered Sheltered | Unsheltered

Population

Unaccompanied

Children and

Youth 45,616 23,463 22,153 45,205 23,735 21,470
Unaccompanied

Children 6,197 2,522 3,675 6,274 2,554 3,720
Unaccompanied

Youth 39,419 20,941 18,478 38,931 21,181 17,750

= 45,205 homeless children and youth were unaccompanied in
the United States. Among them, 86.1 percent were youth ages
18 t0 24, and the remaining 13.9 percent were children age 17
and under.

= The vast majority of homeless children were accompanied
by their families. Only 4.6 percent of homeless children were
unaccompanied. In contrast, about two-thirds (66.4%) of
homeless youth were unaccompanied.

= Less than half (45.6%) of homeless, unaccompanied youth
were unsheltered, while about three in five (59.3%) homeless,
unaccompanied children were unsheltered.
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Homeless Children and Youth in the United States

PIT TOTAL ESTIMATES
HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

EXHIBIT 4.2: Change in Unaccompanied Homeless Children

=  The number of unaccompanied homeless children and and Youth
youth declined slightly (a 0.9% drop, or 411 fewer people). PIT Estimates by Sheltered Status, 2013-2014

This decline is entirely due to a drop in the number of Sheltered Unsheltered
ota eltere nsheltere
unaccompanied homeless youth. ;
P Y Population # Change (% Change |# Change |% Change |# Change |% Change

=  The number of unaccompanied homeless youth staying in
unsheltered locations declined 3.9 percent (728 fewer youth), Unaccompanied -411 -0.9 272 1.2 -683 -3.1
while the number in sheltered locations increased 1.2 percent Children

(240 more youth). and Youth
Unaccompanied 77 1.2 32 1.3 45 1.2
Children

Unaccompanied -488 -1.2 240 1.2 -728 -3.9
Youth

EXHIBIT 4.3: Homeless Children and Youth
PIT Estimates, 2014

0% 100%
Youth 33.6 664
Total Chdren 760 23307
M In Families Unaccompanied

In Multi-Child Households

Data Source: PIT 2013-2014
Includes Puerto Rico and U.S. Territories
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Homeless Children and Youth in the United States

PIT TOTAL ESTIMATES
HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH
By State

= (California (28.4%), Florida (19.6%), and Nevada (12.3%)
together account for three in five homeless, unaccompanied
children found in the nation.

= California also accounts for 30.8 percent of all
unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness, the
largest proportion among all states. No other state accounted
for more than 10 percent of the nation’s unaccompanied
youth.

= In Nevada, 50.1 percent of homeless children were
unaccompanied. This was the only state where a majority of
homeless children were unaccompanied; the state with the
next highest proportion, New Mexico, reported 14.9 percent
of homeless children as unaccompanied.

= In contrast, a majority of homeless youth were
unaccompanied in all but two states (New York and
Massachusetts) and D.C. The largest proportion of homeless
youth that were unaccompanied was in
Nevada (95%).

Data Source: PIT 2014

Excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Territories

See Part 1 of the 2014 AHAR for more details on PIT estimates by state
(www.hudexchange.info)

EXHIBIT 4.4: Share of Homeless Unaccompanied Children
In the U.S. by State, 2014 (in %)
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EXHIBIT 4.5: Share of Homeless Unaccompanied Youth
In the U.S. by State, 2014 (in %)
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Homeless Children and Youth in the United States

PIT TOTAL ESTIMATES
HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH

By State

EXHIBIT 4.6: Unaccompanied Children and Youth by State

= Although the number of unaccompanied children and youth Largest Change in PIT Estimates, 2013-2014
experiencing homelessness declined nationally, 21 states and
the District of Columbia reported increases in this population. State # Change % Change State # Change % Change
= Nevada experienced the largest increase in homeless,
unaccompanied children, with 331 more children (a 74.9% Nevadk 331 0 Calitornia 82 4.4
increase). California’s 82 fewer unaccompanied children qualify Eleorich 113 10.1 Illinois 81 681
it as the largest decrease among all states, representing a Leuiickns 57 98.3 Mississippi 75 701
4.4 percent change. Washington 46 36.8 Oklahoma 69 -65.7
= Nevada and California also experienced the largest increase o 44 PRl Arcansas 49 94.2
and decrease in homeless, unaccompanied youth, with Nevada
reporting 195 more youths (a 13.2% increase) and California Nevada 195 13.2 California 370 3.0
reporting 370 fewer youths (a 3% decrease). New York 167 4.8 Missouri 2196 36,3
Pennsylvania 137 16.8 New Mexico -149 -46.3
Massachusetts 123 25.8 lllinois -131 -14.0
Colorado 122 25.5 North Carolina -131 -16.0

Data Source: PIT 2013-2014

Excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Territories

See Part 1 of the 2014 AHAR for more details on PIT estimates by state
(www.hudexchange.info)
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Homeless Children and Youth in the United States
PIT TOTAL ESTIMATES

HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH
By State and Sheltered Status

At least 90 percent of homeless, unaccompanied children were
staying in sheltered rather than unsheltered locations in

27 states (although, 11 of these states counted fewer than 10
total unaccompanied children). For homeless, unaccompanied

EXHIBIT 4.7: Sheltered Unaccompanied Homeless
Children and Youth by State
Largest Change in PIT Estimates, 2013-2014

Largest Increases Largest Decreases

State # Change % Change State # Change % Change
youth, the sheltered rate was at least 90 percent in 11 states. Unaccompanied Children
Less than 50 percent of homeless, unaccompanied children Eloridh 285 0.9 Ko 58 19.6
were sheltered in each of 11 states (three of these states LouisEnE 55 96,5 Oklahoma 58 682
counted fewer than 10 total unaccompanied children). For Michigan 33 25.8 Mississippi 56 63.6
unaccompanied homeless youth, the sheltered rate was below New Mexico 31 50.8 Arkansas 51 981
50 percent in eight states. New Jersey 29 107.4 lllinois -48 -56.5

Unaccompanied Youth
Th b fh ) ied child tavi Florida 239 23.3 California -199 -6.8
_ e nu _er o om<=T ess, unaccompan}e c ildren staying New York 141 BB Missouri 152 353
in shelter increased in 19 states, resulting in an overall Nevada 119 62.0 New Mexico 149 573
national increase of 28 children ages 17 and under. Likewise, : : = -
the national increase in unaccompanied children staying in Pennsylvania ol Il Louisiana e 254

Colorado 104 32.3 North Carolina -65 -12.5

unsheltered locations was driven by 15 states.

Half of all states in the U.S. and the District of Columbia
experienced increases in the number of homeless,
unaccompanied youth staying in shelter, and half experienced
decreases.

While the number of homeless, unaccompanied youth staying
in unsheltered locations decreased nationally, 20 states
reported increases in this population.

EXHIBIT 4.8: Unsheltered Unaccompanied Homeless
Children and Youth by State
Largest Change in PIT Estimates, 2013-2014

Largest Increases Largest Decreases

State # Change % Change State # Change % Change
Nevada 339 83.7 Florida -172 -24.1
Washington 34 113.3 North Dakota -34 -100.0
Georgia 24 40.0 lllinois -33 -97.1
Texas 23 6.0 California -24 -1.5
North Carolina 19 135.7 Minnesota -23 -69.7
Texas 109 15.6 California -171 -1.8
Washington 77 24.1 Florida -157 -11.9
Nevada 76 5.9 Mississippi -94 -62.3
Data Source: PIT 2013-2014 Hawaii 69 48.3 North Dakota -93 -73.2
Excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Territories Tennessee 69 45.1 Alabama -73 -52.5

See Part 1 of the 2014 AHAR for more details on PIT estimates by state
(www.hudexchange.info)
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